Too many guns,
too many deaths

Pennsylvania’s gun laws invite violence.

| support legislation limiting the number of
guns anyone can purchase to one a month,
because Pennsylvania has become the
capital for gun runners, and because casual
murders, senseless life-threatening injuries,
accidents, and self-inflicted wounds are much
too commonplace in this state -- not only in the
cities, but everywhere else, as well. Weapons
are simply much too abundant; it is nearly
impossible for law enforcement to keep up.

Now, my colleagues and | who support
responsible gun control will have the
opportunity to debate the issue this fall. My . .
colleagues and | used a series of parliamentary B I I I Wou I d g Ive Iocal COI’ItI"Ol
maneuvers to broker an agreement with
Republican leaders, who control the flow of
legislation, to devote a day to public debate
on gun violence and proposed gun-control
measures. This one-day session is tentatively
set for the week of Sept. 26, and marks the
first time since the Ridge Administration that
lawmakers have taken a broad look at crime-
related issues and considered proposals that
could lead to new firearms regulations. The
session will take the form of a Committee of
the Whole, a procedure that allows the House
to debate and take straw votes on legislative
proposals.

| will never give in to the notion that gun
and sportsman’s groups will block efforts to
curb gun violence. The stakes are too high.
| will never give up my commitment to bring
responsible
gun control to
Pennsylvania.
That is my
pledge.

Rep. Josephs meets with CeaseFire Pa., an organization with a
mission to reduce gun violence, during a visit to the Capitol to
promote one-gun-a-month and other sensible legislation.

Pennsylvania is one of a dozen states with the broadest preemption
of gun laws on local communities; even states such as Texas, Alabama
and Mississippi are less restrictive of their local governments than
Pennsylvania.

| have co-sponsored a bill that would allow local control over
firearms. This is one such proposal that will be considered during the
Committee of the Whole this fall.

More than 80 percent of voters citywide favor legislation that would
permit Philadelphia to enact measures to prevent and reduce gun
violence. This bill would provide local governments the option of
approving an ordinance regulating such areas as where firearms may
be discharged, limiting weapons in parks and other publicly owned
grounds, and pellet guns.

In order for the ordinance to be enacted, a voter referendum, such
as the one conducted last year in Philadelphia would have to occur,
providing local residents with a hand in the decision. In addition,
Philadelphia could end ownership of assault weapons within the city,
require further background checks and waiting periods for firearm
purchases, and limiting weapons purchases to one a month.

Philadelphia reported 380 homicides last year — 203 have been
reported in the first six months of this year. We need responsible and
practical measures to reduce the number of gun-related deaths and
injuries.

Blueprint for a Safer Philadelphia

The only hope we have to reducing youth violence in our city is to address its causes.
Along with other Philadelphia legislators, | was able to secure more than $16 million in
state funding for a comprehensive, 10-year commitment for programs and other initiatives
to reduce gun violence in our communities.

The Blueprint for a Safer Philadelphia provides the city with a roadmap for the prevention
of violence, drawn on proven, research-based public health methods to break the cycle of
violence.

A social marketing campaign has begun with radio and print ads urging Philadelphians
to take back control of our neighborhoods and make our streets safer. A network of service
providers is available to help any parent, child or community member, and a series of
community meetings, a number in the 182nd District, will be held to explain the blueprint.

The blueprint has the goal of eliminating all youth homicide in Philadelphia by 2016,
through youth outreach, community resources, research and the utilization of a wide range
of experts for developing and implementing methods and activities.

To learn more about the blueprint, visit www.phillyblueprint.com.
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Josephs proposes legislation to
discourage tobacco use and save lives

A few months ago, RJ Reynolds and Lorillard tobacco companies
announced they were withholding more than $43.4 million earmarked
to Pennsylvania as part of the 1998 national tobacco settlement

agreement.

When the announcement was made, | urged Attorney General
Tom Corbett to take action to recover this money. He has since filed
suit against both companies, contending that a shortage of funds
jeopardizes critical health programs that benefit thousands.

Further, | have proposed legislation to raise the cigarette excise tax
to a rate of 7 cents per pack in order to recoup the money owed to
the state. This measure would generate up to $50 million and ensure
that many of the state’s health programs are fully funded. Even more
important, the tax increase would reduce youth smoking and save

lives.

Pennsylvania
needs public
smoking ban

When states like New
York, Delaware, New
Jersey and California
sought to impose smoking
bans in public areas, they
did so to combat the long-
term, detrimental effects
of smoking. Enacting an
indoor smoking ban isn’t
about discrimination or
odors, but about preventing
needless disease
and death, especially
among workers in these
establishments, easing the
strain on our health-care

Bioscience industry:
You’ve got a friend in Pa.

“You've got a friend in Pennsylvania” might have

been the state motto a number of years ago, but | want

to prove that is still the case.
Globally, the competition to capture the growth in
the bioscience industry is intense. To remain a leader,

Pennsylvania must improve its business climate. That is
why | am supporting legislation that would remove the cap on Net Operating Loss
carryforwards and lower the Corporate Net Income (CNI) tax for the bioscience

industry.

systems, and discouraging
young people from taking
up this life-threatening
habit.

Creating clean indoor
air is a win-win situation.
Surveys show that the
public supports it; bars
and restaurants see
their business increase,

and serious illness and
death are prevented.
Pennsylvania ought to
follow Philadelphia’s lead

Doing this will bring economic growth and development to Philadelphia and the

rest of the state by making us much more competitive with our neighboring states.

High tech and manufacturing sectors in the Commonwealth already employ
670,000 Pennsylvanians and contribute more than $75 billion in value to the state

and protect its citizens,
workers, and children.

every year, yet since 2000, we have lost more than 200,000 high-paying high-

value jobs to other states.

Basing the CNI on a 100 percent sales factor by
2010 would eliminate the current method of using a
combination of factors — sales, property and payroll
— and changing it to a single factor — sales. This would
eliminate the penalty that increases an employer’s
tax liability as it invests in its employees and property,
and instead would encourage investment in plant
equipment and payroll.

Uncapping the Net Operating Loss carryforwards
would allow business losses to be applied against
taxable income, which current policy restricts. This
would allow the biosciences industry to write off losses
associated with research and getting new products to
market.

I’'m pleased to report that the 2006-07 state budget
package eased some of these taxes for business,
which includes the bioscience industry. The Net
Operating Loss cap is increased from $2 million to $3
million, and the sales factor moves from 60 percent to
70 percent on sales for calculating the CNI.

While the new law does not remove the cap of the
New Operating Loss carryforwards, or move to a 100
percent single sales factor, these cuts are moving
Pennsylvania in the right direction.

New Office of Health Equity
will advocate for minorities

Health disparities kill and they cost, but they can be
cured.

It is known that conditions such as diabetes,
hypertension, obesity and asthma are more serious among
certain sectors of the population, particularly minorities.

That is why Gov. Rendell created the Office of Health
Equity in the Department of Health to ensure that all
Pennsylvanians have access to the same health care.
State Health Secretary Dr. Calvin B. Johnson said the
new office will focus on taking a more coordinated
approach to eliminating health disparities through
continued collaboration and coordination with

community-based organizations, other v
state agencies and the public. It will be —

placed in the Department of Health’s Bureau ™ /.

of Health Planning, which coordinates the Har®

development and implementation of a
statewide State Health Improvement Plan.
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