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Pa. House of Representatives honors women, GET-UP at awards ceremony
Philadelphia, June 4 -- At an awards ceremony honoring working women, state Rep. Babette Josephs added the congratulations of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives to all four award recipients.
Josephs presented legislative citations to Jean Alexander, Evonne Tisdale, Aldustus Jordan and the organization, Graduate Employees Together-University of Pennsylvania, also known as GET-UP, at last Thursday's event by the Coalition of Labor Union Women celebrating Working Women's Awareness Week.
"These honorees are well deserving of their awards," Josephs said. "I am pleased to have been able to offer my best wishes and those from Harrisburg as well."
Jean Alexander was recognized as Woman Unionist of the Year. Since joining the union in 1978, Alexander has a long and active history with the union, serving in many leadership capacities before being elected the first female president of Transport Workers Union Local 234 in 2002.
Evonne Tisdale, assistant director of the Philadelphia Unemployment Project, was honored for her work in bridging issues impacting workers with those impacting the public. She has mobilized thousands for citywide demonstrations, lobbying efforts and community meetings, and was instrumental in the passage of the adultBasic Health Insurance Program.
The education coordinator for Philadelphia Citizens for Children and Youth, Aldustus Jordan received honors for his efforts to improve the quality and funding of public schools. He has spent his career working to improve the quality of public education by working with the Philadelphia School District, elected officials and the citywide United to Support Public Schools Coalition.
GET-UP was recognized for its two-year effort in establishing a union for graduate students at the University of Pennsylvania. 
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Formed in 1974, the Coalition of Labor Union Women is a nonpartisan organization within the union movement. Its primary mission is to unify all union women in a viable organization to determine common problems and concerns, and to develop action programs within the union framework to deal with the group's objectives. It is the country's only national organization for union women.
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Cutline for attached photo: Rep. Babette Josephs presents a legislative citation to Graduate Employees Together - University of Pennsylvania (GET-UP) at a recent Coalition of Labor Union Women awards ceremony. Accepting the citation on behalf of GET-UP are three of the union's organizers, from left, Michael Janson, Joanie Mazelis and Tina Collins.
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