	 [image: image1]
	N E W S   R E L E A S E

	
	State Rep. Babette Josephs
D-Philadelphia
www.babette.org 

	CONTACT: Frances Cichetti
Office of Rep. Josephs
Phone: 215-893-1515 
Email: fcichett@pahouse.net
	



HYPERLINK "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/AutoPrintRelease.asp"


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/Images/print.gif" \* MERGEFORMAT \d 



HYPERLINK "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/ForwardRelease.asp"


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/Images/forward.gif" \* MERGEFORMAT \d 




	 
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	



Military Family Relief Assistance Program will provide needed relief

HARRISBURG, Dec. 22 – State Rep. Babette Josephs said there's a new program available for Pennsylvanians to support the military and their families.

 Pennsylvanians to donate to the Military Family Relief Assistance Program, a grant program established to aid service members and their families who find themselves in dire financial straights due to extended deployment or other crises.
“This is a great, low-cost program that enables Pennsylvanians to aid the troops directly out of their own pockets,” Josephs said.

The Military Family Relief Assistance Fund will have only a minimal cost to the Commonwealth because most of the special funds will come through private contributions. Under this law, Pennsylvania taxpayers may choose to donate $1 or more of their state income tax return to this fund or make a donation to the fund at any time.  According to the representative, and the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs is planning to establish a method for web-based donations.  

“Anything we can give pales in comparison to the sacrifices our military personnel have already made,” Josephs said.  “It’s important that Pennsylvanians are aware of this program and able to support it.”
To qualify for the program, servicemen and women must serve 30 or more days in active duty for the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, the Pennsylvania National Guard, or in the Reserves.  Applications will be available after July 1, 2006.  

“This money is a last-chance safety net for our military families; it’s important to remember that whatever we donate pales in comparison to the sacrifices made by our military personnel.
This is an amazing opportunity for Pennsylvanians to show that they care for their brothers and sisters in battle,” Josephs said.

All monies donated to the MFRAP will be used exclusively for the program, according to the representative.
“Every dollar goes to military families,” Josephs said, explaining that any gifts will be paid into a special fund established at the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.  

Donations can be sent to: Military Family Relief Assistance Program, Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, Bld S-0-47, Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA 17003-5002.
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