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Legislation would help rape victims regain control of their lives
HARRISBURG, Nov. 1 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., Monday joined several other legislators to announce a new legislative initiative to empower rape victims to regain control of their lives.

Josephs said she will be supporting the Compassionate Assistance for Rape Emergencies bill, or CARE legislation, that would require Pennsylvania hospitals to provide comprehensive care for rape victims when they seek emergency room care.

"Rape isn't about sex, it's about power and control, and the sooner we can help victims take back control of their lives, the sooner they can become survivors and move beyond their painful experience," Josephs said.
One of the ways the legislation would help women regain control is to require hospitals to inform the victim about emergency contraception and provide her, upon request, with a full regimen of emergency contraception. The CARE legislation also would require the hospital to contact the local rape crisis center so that a rape crisis counselor can join the victim at the emergency room and advise her of all available service and answer any questions that she may have.
"More than 25,000 women each year become pregnant from rape," Josephs said. "Emergency contraception can prevent nearly 9/10ths of those pregnancies and avoid a woman's further victimization from having a pregnancy that was conceived through violence."
When used within hours after a rape, emergency contraception can prevent pregnancy. The contraception is a high dose of the same medication found in regular birth control pills. 

In a recent poll conducted by Susquehanna Polling and Research, 84 percent of Pennsylvanians supported requiring hospitals to inform and provide emergency contraception to rape victims. Currently, more than 50 percent of Pennsylvania hospitals do not provide this service.
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