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Josephs: Anniversary reminds us all of the importance of voting 

HARRISBURG, Aug. 17 – As the 84th anniversary of the women's right to vote draws near, state Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is reminded of the women who struggled to win the right vote and of all the women who came before her. If it weren't for the suffragists more than 80 years ago, she and other women like her wouldn't have a role in politics.

"Thanks to women like Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, women have a voice in the political process," said Josephs, who also serves as Democratic chairwoman of the House State Government Committee, the committee that oversees the regulations of the Department of State and election law. Josephs is the only female who currently chairs a House committee.
"Women marched, picketed and went on hunger strikes for their belief in the right to vote, and they were beaten and jailed for it. We must not forget what these women, and others like them, went through for this right that we often take for granted," she said. 
"Voting is a privilege and a way to voice your view on how your community, state and federal government is being run. I urge everyone, both women and men, to exercise the right to vote in November. In Pennsylvania, the last day to register for the November 2nd presidential election is Monday, October 4," Josephs concluded.

The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which gave women the right to vote, was ratified on Aug. 18, 1920.
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