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Josephs to attend health care rally
HARRISBURG, June 16 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., will attend the June 17 health care rally championed by the Philadelphia Jobs with Justice Coalition. The rally will begin at Philadelphia’s City Hall at 3:30 p.m., and participants will march to the Independence Blue Cross offices on Market St.   
The demonstration will consist of activists protesting the growing health care crisis and demanding that elected officials support health care reforms. Protesters will also criticize the $3.5 billion surplus that is possessed by PA Blue Cross. The surplus continues to grow as more individuals are added to the list of people waiting for health insurance. 

Josephs explained that more than 44 million people in the United States are stranded without health insurance and thus are unable to receive sufficient medical assistance.  

“The unavailability of health insurance has become a huge problem for many Philadelphians.  If you or your child is sick and you don’t have health insurance, it is quite difficult to obtain the care that you need,” said Josephs. “The surplus money that is out there should be directed to help people in need.”

Speakers will include prominent individuals in the Philadelphia community, including Susan Turpening, the uninsured granddaughter of a Blue Cross founder.   

Josephs has recently taken steps toward the goal of expanded health care by supporting legislation that would mandate extension of health insurance coverage to new mothers and their infants who must stay in the hospital for more than 24 hours after delivery.  
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