	 [image: image1]
	N E W S   R E L E A S E

	
	State Rep. Babette Josephs
D-Philadelphia
www.babette.org 


	CONTACT: Amy Giancoli Hartman
House Democratic Communications Office
Phone: 717-787-7895
Fax: 717-772-9930
Email: ahartman@pahouse.net
	 

	 
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	



Josephs participates in Equal Pay Day Rally;
calls for end to gender wage gap
HARRISBURG, April 14 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., added her voice to a rally today in the Capitol Rotunda calling for the end of wage discrimination against women.
The Equal Pay Day Rally was designed to call attention to the persistent wage gaps between men and women across Pennsylvania and nationwide. A number of state legislators and state organizations attended the rally, as did Gov. Rendell.

Josephs said that while she was hopeful this type of rally will not be needed in the future because the wage disparity problem will be resolved, she said the state needs to continue working on the issue.

Josephs outlined four points she said that would help Pennsylvania correct the wage gap problem.

"Pennsylvania can raise its minimum wage," she said. "There is uncontroverted evidence that raising the minimum wage will not drive jobs away.
"Pennsylvania must increase the wages of direct-care workers, because most of those working in this undervalued profession are women," she said. 

"Those on welfare must be given better opportunities, including better education and availability to mass transit."
And, finally, in applauding the governor for his willingness to investigate the gender wage gap in state government, Josephs noted that state government should work to ensure that Pennsylvania is a role model for other states on this issue. This is why, as Democratic chairperson of the House State Government Committee, she has been working to improve the state's procurement methods to promote opportunities to women-owned businesses.

"We need to continue to do our utmost so that women's wages become equal to those of men doing the same job."
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