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Josephs honored by Philadelphia Business Journal, 

named 2003 Woman of Distinction
HARRISBURG, Dec. 17 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., has been named a 2003 Woman of Distinction by the Philadelphia Business Journal and the National Association of Women Business Owners.
Josephs is one of 25 females who were recognized before nearly 1,000 business executives at a Dec. 9 awards banquet in Philadelphia. She joins such past winners as Philadelphia District Attorney Lynne Abraham and Dr. Judith Rodin, president of the University of Pennsylvania.
"I am incredibly honored to have been recognized by these organizations and to be included in such an estimable group," Josephs said. "All of these women are professionals in every respect and are dedicated to their communities and causes."
At the banquet, each of the 2003 Women of Distinction discussed the women and men who most influenced them and how they became the leaders they are today. Unfortunately, due to legislative session in Harrisburg, Josephs was unable to attend the ceremony. But she said that her mentor is state Sen. Allen Kukovich, D-Westmoreland, whom Josephs first met when he was a representative in the state House. 

“What I admire most about Allen is his ability to meet his adversary partway without compromising his principles. As a result, Allen always seems to get the impossible done, but without selling out. In addition, he is an incredibly good-humored and personable individual – an all-around great human being. He's someone I am proud to call a colleague and mentor."
Each award winner was chosen for her professional accomplishments, community involvement and awards and milestones.

Josephs has served in the Pennsylvania General Assembly since 1985, and over the years has risen to serve as Democratic chairwoman of the House State Government Committee. She is the only woman currently in the House to chair a standing committee.
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Throughout her public service career, Josephs has tirelessly advocated for the benefit of Philadelphia, and has supported such issues as increased funding for the Philadelphia School District; responsible gun control; alternative sentencing for first-time, nonviolent offenders; public transit; affordable prescription medicine; campaign finance reform; improvements to the public health system; medically safe legal abortion; and recycling and renewable energy. 
In addition to her many awards and citations, Josephs is responsible for Pennsylvania's HIV Confidentiality, Counseling and Preventative Education Act and The Right to Use Contraceptives Act.  She played a key role in passing The End of Discrimination Against Survivors of Domestic Abuse Act, and expanding the hate crimes law to cover gender identity and sexual orientation.
Josephs also continues to remain very active in her community agencies, including the Pennsylvania American Civil Liberties Union board, and participating in the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League, the League of Women Voters, the Women’s International League of Peace and Freedom, and the Center City Residents Association.

Josephs was honored along with other outstanding women, including Joyce Byers, Byers' Choice Ltd.; Dr. Alicia Conill, The Conill Institute for Chronic Illness; Eileen Heisman, The National Philanthropic Trust; Dr. Bette Landman, Arcadia University; Kyra McGrath of WHYY Inc. and Dr. Marisa Weiss, Cancer Center at Lankenau Hospital/breastcancer.org.

All 25 Women of Distinction also were profiled in the Dec. 5 issue of the Philadelphia Business Journal.
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