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Josephs continues her support to increase minimum wage
Joins procedural move to call bill up for a vote

HARRISBURG, Dec. 7 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is pushing for a vote on legislation that would increase the minimum wage from the current $5.15 an hour to $7.15 an hour in 2007.
"A full-time minimum wage worker currently earns $10,712 a year. That's well below the poverty line and it's not enough money to support a family," Josephs said. "Hardworking families deserve more."
Josephs has co-sponsored legislation that would give families a living wage. However, Republicans, who control which measures are considered by the House, have avoided bringing the bill up for a vote. Josephs co-sponsored a discharge resolution, a procedural move that could force a vote on minimum-wage legislation as early as Wednesday, Dec. 14.

The proposed legislation would increase the minimum wage to $6 an hour once the legislation passes, then to $6.75 an hour by Jan. 1, 2006, and finally to $7.15 an hour by Jan. 1, 2007. After that, automatic cost-of-living increases would boost the minimum wage each year based on the regional Consumer Price Index.
Josephs said this would bring the Commonwealth's minimum wage to a level equal with New York and other states that have raised their minimum wage above the federal level of $5.15 per hour. In all, 17 states and Washington, D.C., have higher minimum wages.

"I think most people believe that minimum-wage jobs are typically part time, held by high school and college students, but there are thousands of Pennsylvanians, particularly women, in full-time jobs earning minimum wages," she said.

Josephs noted that a higher minimum wage would mean more money that workers can spend on goods and services in their communities.
"Working families deserve more than to struggle for survival with a minimum-wage job. We need to keep them from falling even further behind in our economy," Josephs said.
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