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House adopts Josephs resolution to observe World AIDS Day
HARRISBURG, Nov. 19 – The Pennsylvania House of Representatives today unanimously adopted a resolution authored by state Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., designed to inform and educate about HIV and AIDS.
Under Josephs' resolution (H.R. 932), Pennsylvania will observe Dec. 1, 2004, as World AIDS Day in recognition of global challenges and obligations relating to the HIV and AIDS pandemic.
"World AIDS Day is about getting involved," Josephs said. "It's about how everyone can make a difference in the global fight against HIV and AIDS. And, it's about people from different and diverse backgrounds pulling together, in the same direction, for an important cause."
World AIDS Day was first observed in 1988 as the conclusion to a unique London summit of health ministers who recognized that a united global effort was needed to halt the spread of HIV and AIDS.
Since then, each year the day is dedicated to drawing attention to the social, medical and economic toll of HIV and AIDS, and to offering strategies for prevention, care and support of those affected.

This year's theme is "Women, Girls, HIV and AIDS," because females comprise nearly half of the 40 million people living with HIV.

Many people around the world are living with HIV and don't know it, including a quarter of the estimated 950,000 individuals with HIV in the United States.

Each day, there are 14,000 new HIV infections and 8,000 deaths from HIV and AIDS.

"With these sobering statistics, and as infection rates continue to rise, there is a great deal still to do," Josephs said. 
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