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Josephs supports Rendell budget plan
HARRISBURG, Feb. 5 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is pleased with the focus of the proposed 2004-05 state $22.3 billion budget, which the governor unveiled Tuesday before a joint session of the General Assembly. 
 “The most important element of this budget is its commitment to preparing Pennsylvania for global competition. The governor’s emphasis on life-long education, his commitment to energizing our economy and his promise to work for a reduction in Philadelphia’s wage tax mean we will not be left behind in the 21st century,” she said.
"The governor's first budget made early education a priority. This budget proposal picks up where he left off by continuing those early education investments and by boosting funding for state universities and community colleges, which are the institutions that give those of average means the opportunity to realize the American dream.”
Under the governor's proposal, all school districts would receive a 2.5 percent increase in funding for basic and special education. Colleges and universities also would receive more funding, with an extra line item targeted to the capital needs of community colleges.
"Libraries also would see a 10 percent increase in funding, which I am pleased to see. Our libraries need all the assistance they can get because they are invaluable to modern society.  They supplement school libraries, serve as informal child care sites and expand the horizons of elderly limited incomes persons," Josephs added.
Mass transit, while still underfunded, also would receive a $9.3 million boost. 
“Supporting mass transit not only enables more people to utilize this wonderful and economical method of transportation, it will help focus and revitalize valuable downtown real estate space while simultaneously saving the environment from pollution and sprawl. It will also help render urban landscape more hospitable to tourists. 
"Philadelphia is a visitor's haven. By investing in tourism, more people will visit our wonderful city and spend their money, which will also create jobs and bring in more business,” Josephs said.
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Other aspects Josephs was happy to see addressed included cleaning up brownfields, cutting governmental general operating funds, promoting tourism, stimulating economic development and creating a buyer's market for state-purchased pharmaceuticals.

Josephs said these proposals would help the Commonwealth to become “leaner,” while enhancing the quality of life for our state's residents.
"Streamlining state government is always a good idea," Josephs said. "The revenue derived from the cost cutting that Governor Rendell is planning to make, combined with the reductions he made last year and other state revenue, will allow us to target specific objectives, such as redeveloping old industrial sites for new uses and improving infrastructure to attract new technology companies who wish to locate our state."
The budget proposal now goes to the House Appropriations Committee for hearings and additional study. 
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