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Josephs criticizes plan to take over Philadelphia airport; says study should include other transportation systems, too
HARRISBURG, June 14 -- In response to a measure pending in the House that would call for a study of the Philadelphia International Airport, state Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is planning to offer an amendment that would extend the study to include the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, commonly known as SEPTA.
The resolution, which is expected to be considered soon, cites the airport's overcrowding and its ranking among the most delayed airports in the United States, and would create a commission to study the future of the airport. Josephs said it wasn't fair to target just one mode of transportation.
"If we're going to study the Philadelphia airport with the intent of improving its utilization and ability to handle air transportation because of its importance to the region and state's economy, then we also must look at other public transportation modes that impact our economy," Josephs said. "With a half million riders daily, there is no doubt that SEPTA fits that criteria."
Josephs also pointed out that SEPTA has enormous problems regarding the stability of its budget and its ability to most effectively serve the mass transportation needs of the region, which is another reason why SEPTA should be included in the study.
"If the state is going to get involved in the local control of Philadelphia's airport, then it has that same responsibility to expand the study and address other forms of transportation with problems, as well," Josephs said, "Especially if, as the resolution says, the goal is 'greater utilization for the increased commerce and prosperity of the people of this Commonwealth.'"
The resolution (H.R. 741) is expected to be voted on this week.
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