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Josephs calls on Republican leaders and the governor

to convene a special legislative session on public transit
HARRISBURG, Dec. 20 -- When legislators return to Harrisburg on Tuesday, Jan. 4 for Swearing-in Day, state Rep. Babette Josephs wants to dispense with some of the pomp and immediately get down to the business of addressing the state's public transportation financial crises.  
Josephs will hold a news conference at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 4 in the Capitol Media Center to demand that work begin on a resolution to the financial crises facing the state's 74 transit systems. A rally will precede the news conference at 12:30 p.m. on the front steps of the Capitol. 
According to news reports, with the increases the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority is implementing early next year, public transportation in Philadelphia will be the most costly in the United States.
Josephs said the best time to begin working to resolve this crisis is on Jan. 4 -- the first day of the 2005-06 legislative session. Typically, the first Tuesday of a new legislative session is a day full of parties and well-wishers as the legislators are sworn in to office, but Josephs said it's an opportunity to start the new session off right. 
“Every member of the legislature will be Harrisburg, as well as the governor," she said. "There is no reason why we can’t introduce legislation that establishes a dedicated funding source for mass transportation statewide on that Tuesday. And if the lawyers say we need three days to get a solution enacted, we could be in Wednesday and Thursday, as well. It is not acceptable for public officials to be patting ourselves on the back and congratulating ourselves on our victories when we’ve left the people of the state in a lurch.
"I don’t drive a car; I depend on public transportation, but this is not about me,” Josephs continued. "In my 20 years in the General Assembly, I have not seen a crisis this serious. Lack of adequate mass transit tears the heart out of economic development; it keeps patients from their medical appointments; it makes securing an education more difficult; it means more health hazards and possibly even the loss of federal environmental protection funding."

In addition, she said, more traffic will mean more vehicle crashes and limited available parking. And, the increased reliance on oil will have serious negative foreign policy implications.

"The bottom line is that there is not one person in Pennsylvania who will not be adversely affected by lack of mass transit. And the fault lies with Harrisburg."
Josephs concluded, “I have been asking the governor to call a special legislative session on public transit, now I extend my request to the House and Senate leaders, Representative John Perzel and Senator David Brightbill. I ask each to convene his respective chamber and solve this problem. Otherwise, instead of being sworn in on Tuesday the 4th, we will be sworn-at. And we will deserve it.”
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