	 [image: image1]
	N E W S   R E L E A S E

	
	State Rep. Babette Josephs
D-Philadelphia
www.babette.org 

	CONTACT: Frances Cichetti 
Phone: 215-893-1515
Fax: 215-560-5816
Email: fcichett@pahouse.net
	



HYPERLINK "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/AutoPrintRelease.asp"


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/Images/print.gif" \* MERGEFORMAT \d 



HYPERLINK "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/ForwardRelease.asp"


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.pahouse.com/pr/Images/forward.gif" \* MERGEFORMAT \d 




	 
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	



Josephs calls for special session on public transit funding
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 22 -- In front of the headquarters of the state's largest public mass transportation system, state Rep. Babette Josephs today called for legislators to return to work in Harrisburg to resolve the fiscal crisis facing the state's public transit providers. 
"Transportation, especially mass transit, is a critical necessity for hundreds of thousands of Philadelphians, as well as for citizens across the state," Josephs said at the headquarters of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority. 
"All transportation services are linked to our economy and the economic advances we've made will be seriously threatened if we don't address public transportation's fiscal crisis."

In addition, Josephs said, public transit is an important part of the state's transportation infrastructure.

"Public transportation not only provides an alternative to car travel, it reduces traffic congestion, reducing the harm to the environment," she said.
SEPTA is facing a $62 million budget deficit, and many of the state's other 21 urban, 19 rural and 50 community transportation systems also are facing potential layoffs and reductions in service.
In the wake of the General Assembly recessing early Sunday morning without addressing transportation funding, Josephs asked the governor to call a special session to address this transportation crisis. In her letter to the governor, she suggested that the General Assembly return to work this week to hammer out a resolution before the end of the two-year legislative session on Nov. 30.

"We should return to work this week and next, with appropriate breaks for Thanksgiving and religious worship, until we help out the financially struggling public transportation systems," Josephs said.
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Others speaking in support of addressing the financial crisis facing public transportation included: Reps. Mark Cohen and Alan Butkovitz, both D-Phila., and Rep. Thaddeus Kirkland, D-Delaware;  Lance Haver, director of consumer affairs within the Mayor's Office; Ed Grose from the Greater Philadelphia Hotel Associations; Denise Farely from the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce; Tom Cronin, president of DC 47; Jeff Brooks of TWU Local 234; Fabricio Rodriquez, president of Jobs for Justice; Mike Jenson, representative of Get Up!; Peter Javsica of Pennsylvanians for Transportation Solutions; Betty Flanaghan and Dorthea Wilson, AFSCME retirees; Lou Rulli, lawyer and University of Pennsylvania professor; and SEPTA riders David Nader, Alisa Wilson and H.A. Creskoff.
The two largest public transit systems in Pennsylvania are SEPTA and the Port Authority of Allegheny County. Together, they provide more than 365 million passenger trips each year. Small urban systems provide approximately 28.5 million passenger trips, while rural systems make nearly 4 million trips.
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