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Josephs applauds governor's plan for public transit; calls off January news conference and rally
HARRISBURG, Dec. 21 -- Just one day after state Rep. Babette Josephs urged Republican leaders and the governor to address the financial crisis facing public transportation in the state by calling for a special legislative session, the governor announced an interim plan to fund the state's 74 public transit agencies, with the intention of establishing a special session.
"I am gratified that the governor has heard the public's outcry on the vital need for cost-effective and reliable public transportation," Josephs said. "His interim plan will allow SEPTA, the Port Authority of Allegheny County and other public transit systems across the state to avert rate hikes and service reductions until the legislature can properly address the funding crisis.

"Therefore, there is no longer a need for me to stage a rally and news conference on Jan. 4 to call for something the governor already said he plans to do," she said. 
"I will work with him and the legislative leaders in January to craft a permanent, legislative solution to guarantee that public transportation is properly funded," Josephs added.
The governor's plan, announced today, will provide $18.8 million in short-term funding relief to the agencies until the legislature can construct a permanent fix in January. Of the $18.8 million, the state will provide $5.3 million, with federal monies making up the remaining $13.5 million.

Josephs said the governor plans to call the special session for Jan. 17, but will be working with legislators to identify a long-term dedicated funding source in the coming weeks.
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