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Josephs to host public hearing on stem cell research
PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 7 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., will host members of the House Democratic Policy Committee for a public hearing on stem cell research later this month.
Josephs' hearing will be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 21 in the University of Pennsylvania's Biomedical Research Building Auditorium, first floor, 421 Curie Blvd. 
“Stem cell research is an emerging and important field for many reasons," Josephs said. "Not only does it hold the promise of a cure for many diseases, it can mean more jobs for the Commonwealth. If we want Pennsylvania to be part of the high technology and research fields, we must consider stem cell research as part of the equation.”
 

Josephs said the hearing will include testimony from such individuals as Dr. Arthur Caplan, director of the Center of Bioethics and chairman of Penn's bioethics department; Dr. Stephen Emerson, a professor of medicine and division chief of the hematology-oncology division at Penn; Rebecca Bagley, deputy secretary for technology investment in the Department of Community and Economic Development; and David Smith of Pepper Hamilton LLP.
Prior to the hearing, members of the committee will tour Penn's stem cell research activities.
  

Josephs has been a prominent figure in advancing the issue of stem cell research in Pennsylvania. She has introduced legislation (H.B. 864) that would authorize the research in the state.

"My intent is to authorize research on stem cells from any source. We have heard the cries about the brain drain occurring in Pennsylvania as talented, bright people leave the state. We should encourage leading U.S. stem cell researchers to remain in or move to Pennsylvania to conduct such research. This could stimulate business expansion, encourage reinvestment and create additional jobs and business opportunities in the state," she said.
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