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Josephs to debate stem cell research on PCN call-in show
PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 7 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs will appear on the Pennsylvania Cable Network Tuesday discussing embryonic stem cell research.
Josephs will be on PCN's live call-in show from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 11. She will debate the issue of embryonic stem cell research with Republican state Rep. Scott Boyd of Lancaster, who opposes the research.

"Embryonic stem cell research is an emerging and important field for many reasons," Josephs said. "Not only does it hold the promise of a cure for many diseases, it can mean more jobs for the Commonwealth. If we want Pennsylvania to be part of the high technology and research fields, we must consider embryonic stem cell research as part of the equation.”
  

Josephs has been a prominent figure in advancing the issue of embryonic stem cell research in Pennsylvania. She has introduced legislation (H.B. 864) that would authorize the research in the state. 
“Since the federal government has severely limited the lines of embryonic cells that may be studied, it is up to the states to advance research and medicine," Josephs said.
"My intent is to authorize research on embryonic stem cells from sources other than the lines authorized by President Bush. We know that most of these lines are not suitable for use in research. And we have heard the cries about the brain drain occurring in Pennsylvania as talented, bright people leave the state. We should encourage leading U.S. embryonic stem cell researchers to remain in or move to Pennsylvania to conduct such research. This could stimulate business expansion, encourage reinvestment, create additional jobs and business opportunities, and, hopefully, address serious medical problems that people with long-term, dehabilitating, painful and terminal conditions encounter," she said.

Locally, PCN is located on Comcast's Channel 63. Viewers are invited to call in and express their views. The number to call is 1-877-726-5001.
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