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Josephs says Pennsylvania losing out to other states

for federal embryonic stem cell research funding
HARRISBURG, Oct. 25 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., said today that Pennsylvania's unfavorable stance on embryonic stem cell research is costing the Commonwealth millions of dollars, hundreds of jobs and even patients' lives.
"Earlier this month, the National Institutes of Health awarded $25.7 million to organizations in other states for embryonic stem cell research. Pennsylvania is losing the opportunity to benefit from this influx of money -- and other similar federal funding -- that could boost our economy, create new jobs and help save lives because the state isn't supportive of this research. We need to change that," Josephs said.
Embryonic stem cell research could lead to treatment and cures of such diseases as Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, diabetes and AIDS. The need to develop new embryonic stem cell lines is crucial in order to continue this promising research.

According to the NIH, the WiCell Research Institute in Wisconsin will receive $16.1 million over four years to create a National Stem Cell Bank to consolidate many of the federally funded eligible embryonic stem cell lines to one location to give scientists more affordable and timely access to the approved lines. Northwestern University in Chicago and University of California, Davis, will receive $3.6 million and $6 million over four years, respectively, to create Stem Cell Centers of Excellence for developing new technologies to advance the use of stem cells in treating disease.
“Embryonic stem cell research is an emerging and important field for many reasons, not the least of which is that it holds the promise of a cure for many diseases. 
"We must seek to further our state's potential by tapping into our world-class scientific resources and in which we already have made significant investments, and we can do that by authorizing embryonic stem cell research," said Josephs, who held a Policy Committee hearing on the subject in September and has authored a bill (H.B. 864) to permit the research in Pennsylvania.
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"My legislation would allow researchers to use public funds to generate stem cell lines from embryos, for the purpose of developing new medical treatments," Josephs said.
Pennsylvania's collection of research facilities, biotech companies, hospitals and universities range from the University of Pennsylvania and Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia to the McGowan Institute for Regenerative Medicine at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. 

"There is no justifiable reason why Pennsylvania shouldn't benefit from the biotechnology field of embryonic stem cell research and the resulting federal funding. We have the facilities and the capabilities. We just need to create a more favorable environment for embryonic stem cell research, which will stimulate business expansion, encourage reinvestment and create additional jobs and business opportunities in the state," she said.
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