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Josephs gets support from Hadassah on stem-cell research bill
HARRISBURG, March 16 -- The issue of stem-cell research received extra attention this week as women from across the Commonwealth came to Harrisburg to lobby in support of legislation authored by state Rep. Babette Josephs.
Josephs' bill (H.B. 864) would authorize stem-cell research in Pennsylvania.
“Almost four years ago, a far-reaching federal ban on funding for stem-cell research shut down some of the most promising work to prevent, treat and cure Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, diabetes, AIDS and so many other life-threatening diseases,” Josephs said. “The need to develop new, uncontaminated embryonic stem cell lines is vitally important to continue this promising research.

"My legislation would allow researchers to use public funds to generate stem cell lines from embryos, for the purpose of developing new medical treatments," Josephs said.
More than 140 people participated in the day of advocacy Tuesday organized by Hadassah, the largest women's, Zionist and Jewish membership organization in the United States. The women visited the Capitol to educate legislators and government officials about the potential for stem-cell research to help people suffering from chronic and frequently incurable disease and to encourage members in the General Assembly to co-sponsor, support and vote for Josephs' bill.

Josephs, other legislators and the governor spoke to the group.

"My intent is to authorize research on stem cells from any source. We have heard the cries about the brain drain occurring in Pennsylvania as talented, bright people leave the state. We should encourage leading U.S. stem cell researchers to remain in or move to Pennsylvania to conduct such research. This could stimulate business expansion, encourage reinvestment and create additional jobs and business opportunities in the state," she said.
With 300,000 members, including Josephs, Hadassah is an international organization that promotes health education, social action and advocacy, in addition to Jewish education and research. The group has been nominated for the Nobel Peace prize for its medical work in Israel and all over the world.
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Suggested cutline for attached photo: Rep. Babette Josephs meets with members of Hadassah, who visited the state Capitol to lobby for passage of Josephs' stem-cell research bill.
