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Josephs: free produce vouchers still available
PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 15 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., said it's not too late for area senior citizens to receive $20 worth of free produce vouchers from the 2005 Farmers Market Nutrition Program.
The program, which allows eligible seniors to redeem vouchers for fresh fruit and vegetables at participating farms, farmer’s markets and roadside stands until the end of November, still has enough vouchers to serve more than 1,000 seniors.
“Because of the extremely hot weather, many seniors have not ventured out to pick up their vouchers," Josephs said. "But this is a great program, and I encourage those eligible to stop by the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging to pick up their vouchers for $20 worth of free produce.”
The Phila. Corporation for Aging is distributing the coupons daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at its office at 642 N. Broad St. while supplies last. 
To receive the four $5 coupons good for fresh produce at Philadelphia's farmer’s markets, seniors must be at least 60 years old, live in Philadelphia and meet the following income requirements: $17,705 or less for a single person, and $23,736 or less for married couples. Each person must sign for and receive the vouchers at the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging in person, and proof of address and age is required at that time.
“Fresh fruits and vegetables are important for a well-balanced diet,” Josephs said. “This Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program enables many older individuals to get the nutrition they need while helping our farmers who sell their produce at these markets. Both groups win with this program.”
Statewide, there are more than 825 participating farmers at 469 farm stands and 156 farmer’s markets.

Josephs encourages eligible residents to contact the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging at 215-765-9000 or her constituent service office at 215-893-1515 for more information or to ask questions.
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