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Josephs supports PACE expansion, criticizes Republicans for taking so long to act
Harrisburg, June 17 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs today voted for a bill that would reform the state's prescription drug program for senior citizens, saying that its passage means savings for more seniors.
"This is an issue that my colleagues and I have been working on for years," Josephs said. "But until now, the Republicans wouldn't listen.

"For far too long, seniors have been losing their eligibility to this program bit by bit because of small cost-of-living adjustments to their Social Security, and the Ridge/Schweiker administrations failed to address their plight.
"Now, it is only under the leadership of Governor Ed Rendell that we've finally been able to make some substantial improvements to the program. The changes we've been able to secure will be very advantageous to Pennsylvania's seniors and ensure the program's longevity," she said.

"The most important aspect of the legislation is that by increasing the income eligibility guidelines, it will allow an additional 100,000 seniors to enroll in the program. That's an increase of 50 percent.

"Additionally, it would reduce the deductible required in PACENET from $500 a year to $40 a month per person, which would allow seniors to capitalize on the program's savings sooner.
"The bill also addresses the future of the program by saving the state money through reimbursement and price controls based on those established by the federal government, and allows the governor to annually increase eligibility, provided lottery proceeds are enough to allow the limits to be raised above the minimums set in this legislation," she said.
"The bill now goes to the Senate for consideration, and I expect the Senate to approve the changes as well."
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