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National event will provide free dental services
HARRISBURG, Dec. 12 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., today announced the first Give Kids A Smile (GKAS) Day, scheduled for Feb. 6. 
GKAS is a national event sponsored by the American Dental Association to provide free dental services and educational programs to low-income, disabled and other special-needs patients who do not have regular access to dental care.

The primary impetus for the event is the increased incidence of oral disease among children of low-income families, Josephs said. 

“Despite the devastating effect that oral disease can have on a child’s confidence and overall health, the amount of public attention that this escalating problem has received until now is scant,” Josephs said. “Give Kids A Smile Day is an ideal opportunity for people to become educated on this critical issue.” 

Thus far, 100 members of the Pennsylvania Dental Association have volunteered to provide a range of dental services at the upcoming event. The PDA contribution will amount to an estimated $110,000 of free dental care for patients who have been unable to consistently receive the vital treatments and services that they need.

Babette said that PDA’s volunteer efforts in February will not only raise awareness of these serious issues, but moreover generate sufficient private and public support to implement more permanent programs that provide affordable and consistent dental care to underprivileged and disabled children.

“PDA is offering an invaluable service to the community,” Josephs said. “Dental health is vital to a child’s well-being, and I only hope that the PDA’s volunteerism will inspire others to get involved in the worthy cause of making dental care available to all.” 

More information on this milestone event will be available in late December. The names and locations of participating dental offices and clinics can be obtained from PDA through its central office at (717) 234-5941.
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