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Josephs to participate in AIDS Walk

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 12 -- Encouraging others to join the cause, state Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is planning to walk in this year’s AIDS Walk Philly, scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 16, at the Eakins Oval in front of the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
Josephs’ efforts will help to raise money for AIDS services, such as AIDS/HIV direct services and prevention programs. The AIDS Walk is produced by the AIDS Fund, an organization that raises more money for AIDS services than any other like it in the Philadelphia region.
“We must do what we can to end the spread of this disease,” Josephs said. “Until all of us learn to avoid risky behaviors and conduct ourselves in a sexually responsible manner, this epidemic will continue to spread. It is unlikely that we will ever find a cure, but we can stop it. And we can improve the length and quality of life of those who already have HIV/AIDS” 
Josephs, a law school graduate herself, will be walking with the AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania, a nonprofit, public interest law firm that forms a team every year. Josephs has a long history of AIDS activism starting in 1988 when she obtained the first significant state funding for HIV counseling and prevention; her Confidentiality of HIV-related Information Act passed the legislature in 1990.
There are many ways to get involved in this cause:
· Make a pledge and join a team

· Run the 10K route that starts at 9 a.m.

· Walk the 12K route that starts at 10 a.m.

· Stroll the one-mile stroller walk for families/small children that starts at 10 a.m.
The AIDS Fund has distributed more than $14 million to Philadelphia area organizations since its inception in 1987.

Participants can register at www.aidswalkphilly.org. Donations are also accepted online.
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