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Josephs proposes more funding for adultBasic in 2004-05 budget
HARRISBURG, May 11 – As debate continued in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives on the state's 2004-05 budget, state Rep. Babette Josephs was successful in earmarking $24 million in state funding to boost the enrollment of adultBasic, the state's low-cost health insurance program for working adults.

At 85,000 people, Josephs said the waiting list for adultBasic is more than double the program’s current enrollment, and the waiting list is expected to grow longer unless the state puts more funding into the program.

“AdultBasic, which is financed by revenue from Pennsylvania's share of national tobacco settlement, has been underfunded since its inception. And now, those tobacco settlement payments are scheduled to decrease; the adultBasic program is estimated to lose $12 million next year alone,” Josephs said.
"That means thousands of adult Pennsylvanians will be without even the most basic health insurance, and the increase in the number of uninsured can only cost Pennsylvania more in health-care and other social costs in the long run."
This was just one amendment Josephs offered during the budget debate. She also sought an additional $122,000 in funding for the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and $500,000 for the Council on Humanities, because she believes they are underfunded by the state. 
Josephs said the Pennsylvania Humanities Council, a private, nonprofit organization supported by contributions, the state and the National Endowment for the Humanities, has never had its own line item in the budget before. The PHC promotes the humanities in Pennsylvania and improves the quality of civic life. The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts promotes and increases the availability of the arts throughout the state.

The House passed the full budget bill (H.B. 2579) today; it now goes to the Senate for consideration.
###agh/2004/bt
l:\writers\releases\budgetamends2.182
