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Josephs objects to Republicans ramrodding through constitutional amendment legislation

 

Harrisburg, June 10 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs blasted the Republicans on the House floor today as they pushed through legislation that would amend the state constitution to allow the General Assembly to set caps on medical malpractice awards.
 
In order for the constitution to be amended, voters must agree to it by referendum.
 
Josephs took offense to many of the remarks made on the House floor by Republicans who said the bill should pass in order to give the public the choice to vote on the constitutional amendment.
 
"What input did the public have in this," Josephs asked. "The honest answer is there has been virtually no public input. The way this legislation came to us is a parody. It is a farce. It was a mockery of the process.
 
"The public was shut out. The door was slammed in their face. The window was clanged down on their fingertips as they tried to find out what was going on. The majority has taken extraordinary measures to make sure the public was not heard and did not know about this joint resolution," she criticized.
 
Before reaching the House floor, the legislation was sent to the State Government Committee, a committee has usually deals with election code and campaign finance reform, not tort reform. 
 
According to Josephs, the bill should have gone to the Judiciary Committee, but the switch was another Republican attempt to confuse the public and avoid input.
 
During the floor debate, the Republicans argued that they were not limiting any injured party's right by amending the constitution; they were merely paving the way for legislation that might or might not put caps on jury awards. However, Josephs said she shuddered to think what might happen if the shenanigans which were employed by the majority to shut the public out of the constitutional amendment process are used again when the General Assembly actually considers these laws.  
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"If that legislative procedure is as rotten as the one we saw today, that’s the best argument for constitutional protection I can think up," Josephs said.
 
"This legislation will discourage lawsuits. But if it weren't for lawsuits, we'd have no notion of what the tobacco companies were doing to children, because they lied. Suing the villains in society is one way public policy is made under the U.S. and Pennsylvania constitutions. Another is the through the legislative process. This process demonstrated today is rotten to the core and I am embarrassed to be part of a system that does this to the people who pay their salaries."
 
Josephs said that the right way to allow for public participation is to let the public participate and to allow the opposition to have its say, but the Republican majority can't even stand to do that.
 
"Their mantra is selective public participation. Let the public in when it seems to benefit their narrow sectarian political aims. The people have the right to be involved in the process at all times," she said.
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