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Josephs honored for her advocacy against youth tobacco use
HARRISBURG, Nov. 17 -- Long an advocate against youth tobacco use, state Rep. Babette Josephs recently was honored for that advocacy.
Last month, SmokeFree Pennsylvania presented Josephs with an award for her efforts in the General Assembly to reduce tobacco addiction among Pennsylvania's youth.
"It is an honor to be recognized for my hard work to reduce and eliminate youth smoking and tobacco by such an estimable group," Josephs said. "I am working to raise the tax on cigarettes and to tax, for the first time in Pennsylvania, tobacco products other than cigarettes such as cigars, cigarillos, spit, chaw, and snuff. 

"Although it is counterintuitive, all the data show that tobacco consumption among children and teens is dramatically reduced when the price increases. For instance, a 10 percent increase in price will reduce consumption 4 percent across the board, but 8 percent among minors. Big Tobacco is well aware of this fact, and that is the main reason why they fight taxes so hard. After all, they need replacement users for those that their product has sickened or killed," she said.
"For every three children who we keep from smoking, we save one from premature death from a tobacco-caused disease. The pay-off for the taxpayers is enormous. It’s estimated that some $1 billion a year is spent in this country on treating those made ill by tobacco. Our Medicaid bills would be considerably reduced if we could end or even curtail this deadly habit.” 

Josephs has championed legislation to reduce tobacco sales to youth, increase cigarette taxes, establish a tax on other addictive tobacco products, fund tobacco prevention and cessation programs, and hold cigarette companies accountable for making their settlement payments to the Commonwealth.

SmokeFree Pennsylvania, based in Pittsburgh, is the state's largest anti-smoking advocacy group.
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ATTENTION EDITORS, please note suggested cutline for attached photo:
Bill Godshall, executive director of SmokeFree Pennsylvania (right), presents an award to Rep. Babette Josephs(left), with Dr. Bernard Goldstein, Dean of the University of Pittsburgh's Graduate School of Public Health and member of the Pennsylvania Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Advisory Committee (center).

