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Josephs encourages participation in free produce voucher program
PHILADELPHIA, June 9 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., announced today that the 2005 Farmers Market Nutrition Program is now open. 
The program allows eligible seniors and Women, Infant and Children participants to redeem vouchers for fresh fruit and vegetables at participating farms, farmers markets and roadside stands until Nov. 30.

“This is a great program," Josephs said. "People who qualify receive four $5 vouchers to buy crops grown in Pennsylvania by Pennsylvania farmers. Older residents and young families get fresh, nutritious food and Pennsylvania farmers sell their produce; everyone wins in this situation."
To be eligible for the program, seniors must be at least 60 years old and meet income requirements. For a single person, the income limit is $17,705, and $23,736 for married couples. WIC beneficiaries must be deemed eligible by their local agency. Normally, pregnant, breastfeeding or postpartum women, and children aged 3 and 4 qualify. 

More than 230,000 residents receive assistance through the Farmers' Market Nutrition Program. Statewide, there are more than 825 participating farmers at 469 farm stands and 156 farmers markets.

Josephs encourages eligible residents to contact the Philadelphia Corporation for Aging at 215-765-9040 or her constituent service office at 215-893-1515 for more information or to ask questions.
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