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Josephs calls on Zimmerman to respond to illegal sales 


HARRISBURG, Sept. 19 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is outraged by the lack of response she is getting from Pennsylvania Health Secretary Robert Zimmerman regarding her reports to him about illegal tobacco sales to minors. 


The Philadelphia lawmaker said repeated calls to the state's top health official have not been accepted or returned, forcing her to pen a letter to him today. Josephs' office, as well as a number of Philadelphia TV stations, received reports of retailers selling tobacco products to underage individuals. Compliance checks were nowhere to be found.  


"As you remember, I opposed the pre-emption provisions of House Bill 1501 on the grounds that compliance checking could not and would not be performed as effectively at the state level as it can be conducted by local public health authorities," Josephs wrote. "Now we have three concrete reports in my district. Each of these reports, and perhaps many others, needs investigation without delay."


A copy of Josephs' letter to Zimmerman is attached.  
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