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Josephs attends health care rally; calls for more state funding

to help uninsured working adults
PHILADELPHIA, June 21 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., joined the Philadelphia Jobs for Justice Coalition, SEIU, AFSCME and others concerned about the growing health-care crisis at a rally Thursday, June 17 and march from City Hall to the Independence Blue Cross offices on Market Street.
The protestors criticized the $3.5 billion surplus that Pennsylvania Blue Cross and Blue Shield plans are maintaining while more people are added to the list of those without health insurance and called on elected officials to support health-care reforms.
“The unavailability of health insurance has become a serious problem for many Philadelphians and for people all across the state," Josephs said. "More than 44 million people in the United States do not have health insurance. In Pennsylvania alone, there is an 85,000-person waiting list for the state's basic health insurance program for working adults, and more than 12,000 of those people are living in Philadelphia.

"It's a problem that must be addressed, and we can do it by utilizing the surplus money that is being held hostage by the Blue Cross/Blue Shield insurance providers. That money should be directed to help people in need," she said.

Josephs also has introduced legislation to generate new revenue to halt the declining enrollment of adultBasic, the state's low-cost health insurance program for working adults, and offer its coverage to more people. The legislation would establish a tax on tobacco products other than cigarettes, including smokeless tobacco, cigars and chewing tobacco. Eighty percent of the tax would be earmarked for adultBasic, with the other 20 percent funding tobacco control programs. 
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NOTE to editors: This photo is being e-mailed to you. If you do not receive it, please contact Frances Cichetti at 215-893-1515, fcichett@pahouse.net; or Amy Hartman at 717-787-7895, ahartman@pahouse.net.

Suggested cutline for attached photo: Rep. Babette Josephs calls on the Blues to use their surpluses to help more people obtain health insurance coverage during a rally and march protesting the growing health-care crisis.
