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Free eye exams are available

Harrisburg, March 5 -- Low-income individuals without vision insurance may qualify for free eye care now being offered year-round, according to state Rep. Babette Josephs.

The free eye exams are part of VISION USA, which is sponsored by the Pennsylvania Optometric Association and the Pennsylvania Vision Conservation Institute. Previously, the program was offered only for a few months each year.

"Our eyes are valuable organs, yet we often neglect to have them checked regularly by an eye doctor," Josephs said. "An eye doctor not only can correct vision problems, he or she also can detect other general health problems as well."

To qualify for this program, individuals must:

· be working or live in a household with someone who is working at least part time;

· have no public or private insurance that covers eye exams;

· meet income qualifications based on household size; and 

· not have had an eye exam in the last two years.

Both children and adults may qualify.

Applications may be filled out online at www.aoa.org/visionusa. Interested individuals also may call 1-800-766-4466 between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m. weekdays to apply or write VISION USA, 243 N. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63141 for a paper application.

Members of the American Optometric Association started Volunteers in Service In Our Nation in 1991 as a program to help low-income working individuals receive eye care. More than 300,000 Americans have benefited from the services VISION USA provides.
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