[image: image2.png]




[image: image1.wmf] 



Discouraging youth tobacco use

is Josephs' aim with proposed bills

Harrisburg, March 21 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs is proposing legislation designed to discourage young people from smoking or chewing tobacco, which also would have the added benefit of generating additional state revenue.

The first piece of legislation would increase the cigarette tax to $2 per pack. A second bill would establish a tax for cigars, pipes and smokeless tobacco.

"Tobacco consumption, most notably smokeless tobacco use, has become one of the fastest-growing detrimental health habits in Pennsylvania," said Josephs. "By making these products more expensive, children will be less likely to purchase them, and it would save lives."

Josephs said increasing the cigarette tax would reduce overall cigarette consumption by approximately 9 percent and decrease youth cigarette consumption by as much as 18 percent.

Although the cigarette tax was increased just last year, Josephs said that a statewide poll conducted just a few months after the increase took effect found that 65 percent of those polled supported raising the tax even more.

It is estimated that by increasing the cigarette tax to $2 per pack, it would generate about $780 million in new revenue.

"The economy is struggling and Pennsylvania is facing a $2 billion-plus budget shortfall. Nearly a billion dollars could be generated simply by raising the cigarette tax," she said. "Other state governments are considering the cigarette tax as a revenue maker. Why not Pennsylvania?"

Cigarette taxes in New York City are already $3 a pack. New Jersey is proposing to increase its tax to $1.90 and California has a proposal on the table for a $1.97-per-pack tax.
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"For every pack of cigarettes, there is $7 in social costs, much of which is imposed on state and local governments. Pennsylvania should be able to recoup some of its money while discouraging further tobacco use," Josephs said.

Josephs' other piece of legislation would establish a tax for types of tobacco other than cigarettes. That tax would begin at 40 percent of the wholesale price and increase to 60 percent by 2006.

"The plan to create a tax for cigar, pipe and smokeless tobacco originally was included in last year's cigarette tax legislation, but was removed. Many adolescents still perceive smokeless tobacco as a safe alternative to cigarettes. If we want to discourage tobacco use, especially among children, a tax should be imposed on all types of tobacco," Josephs said.

Currently, 47 other states assess a tax on cigar, pipe and smokeless tobacco.
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