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Josephs awards grant to library, says more state funding is needed
PHILADELPHIA, March 4 -- Pledging her support to increase funding for public libraries, state Rep. Babette Josephs today presented a $1,000 check to the Friends of the Free Library at the City Institute Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia.
"I am happy to have been able to secure this grant for the free library, but it's just a drop in the bucket compared to the unmeet need,” Josephs said.

“We should be increasing funding for this library and every library across the state,” she continued. “The state ought to recognize what we already know -- that libraries play an integral part in early childhood education and foster lifelong learning. We should be expanding and promoting library resources, not subjecting them to service and staff cutbacks."  
The Republican-passed budget for 2003-04 year cut funding for public libraries in half. However, Josephs and other Democrats were able to restore a portion of that funding. For the 2004-05 budget year, the governor's proposal calls for full funding of public libraries. But Josephs says even more funding is necessary.

"School library services are often one of the first things to be cut when school districts are forced to tighten their belts. Many no longer have certified librarians, their library resources tend to be out-of-date, and often they don’t have computers or access to the Internet. That means there is even more reliance on public libraries, and that is another reason why these great institutions of learning should receive more state funding," Josephs said.
Hearings on the 2004-05 proposed budget, including consideration of state library funding, are currently under way in Harrisburg. 
Josephs presented the state grant award to Susan Gould, president of the Philadelphia City Institute Branch of the Free Library, and David Ninemire, branch supervisor, City Institute Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia. She said she hopes the library will use the money to enhance the children's book collection and help more children get online.
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