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Josephs attends Santore library meeting to discuss funding
PHILADELPHIA, May 18 -- Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., recently attended a town meeting at the Santore Branch of the Free Library of Philadelphia to discuss the public's concerns and her desire to see public libraries adequately funded.

Josephs, as well as City Councilman Frank DiCicco, Sen. Vince Fumo and Elliot Shelkrot, director of the Free Library, listened to local residents' concerns, answered questions and gave suggestions on how to raise money for the library.

“Libraries are the legs of literacy; we cannot survive as a city or a society if we don’t protect libraries, books, readers, thinkers and scholars. Libraries add to the appeal of any community. Instead of cutting library budgets, we need to work on increasing them,” Josephs said.

The Santore branch is one of 20 city library branches that have been turned into "express" libraries, branches that will be operated for four hours each afternoon, Monday through Saturday, without an accredited librarian.

Josephs, who voted for an additional $20 million for public libraries in the state budget, continues to push in Harrisburg for a creative solution to this crisis. 
“Everyone should contact state senators and the governor to make sure these additional funds remain in the budget. But we should look into tapping resources that go to combat crime and make our neighborhoods safer. There might even be homeland security money that we could access,“ she said. “If you look at the people in jail, you’ll see that the overwhelming majority are functionally illiterate. Helping kids learn to love reading, the mission of every library, will make us all safer,” she said.

Josephs also suggested that United Way, which is redesigning its mission to invest in young children, ought to weigh in to address the problem. Corporations like Comcast whose bottom line depends on a highly educated work force and intensely literate customer base ought to help as well, she said.  
“It is in the self-interest of all telecommunications and information businesses to have a 100 percent reading public,” she said. 
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