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Josephs urges all to recycle Christmas trees after the holidays
HARRISBURG, Dec. 29 -- After Christmas, the thought of what to do with the tree begins to creep into most minds. State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., wants to encourage the recycling of those Christmas trees after the holiday season ends.

“Christmas trees can serve many other purposes after the traditional role during the holiday season,” Josephs said. “We should take advantage of their recyclable, renewable benefits.”

Pro-environment and an advocate of recycling herself, Josephs stressed that Christmas trees can provide something back to the environment in a variety of ways:

· Christmas trees are biodegradable and will not remain in a landfill for centuries.

· They can add visual beauty to homes and communities, being made into birdfeeders, landscaping or used as sand and soil erosion barriers on beaches or riverbeds.
· The trunk and branches can be used as mulch for parks, gardens and animal stalls.

Mulching programs are a fast-growing trend in communities throughout the nation. Christmas tree trunks and branches can be used as mulch for gardens, parks and in animal stalls. Residents who are interested can either contact the Philadelphia City Recycling Department by calling 215-686-5560 or visiting its Web site at www.recyclingpays.phila.gov or by contacting the Fairmount Recycling Center at 215-685-0108 or www.fairmountpark.org.
“Recycling Christmas trees -- and recycling in general -- is an easy way to contribute to keeping the environment healthy,” Josephs said. 
###sh/2005/pr
l:\print\releases\XmasRecycling.182
