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Josephs plants trees for neighborhood beautification, quality of life
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 9 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., helped to plant trees in the Hawthorne neighborhood on Saturday as part of the community's efforts to restore tree cover to its streets.
Josephs joined the Hawthorne Empowerment Coalition, community residents and state Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary Michael DiBerardinis in the planting of 12 trees along the 1100 block of Christian Street as part of the state's TreeVitalize program through DCNR.
"Planting trees is one of the simplest things you can do to brighten up a community," Josephs said. "They make for a more inviting neighborhood, bring more greenery to the cityscape and even can help reduce energy costs. It was my pleasure to help in this effort."
According to Josephs, Saturday's tree planting is the first step of HEC's long-term project to beautify the Hawthorne area with the help of the TreeVitalize program. More tree plantings are planned – 30 in all – for 12th, Carpenter, South Marvine and Fitzwater streets.
TreeVitalize is an aggressive four-year effort by the state to restore tree cover in southeastern Pennsylvania. The $8 million program is targeting neighborhoods in older cities, boroughs and townships where tree cover is below 25 percent.
"Southeastern Pennsylvania has lost more than 5 million trees in the last 15 years," she said. "This tree program is designed to stop that process, improving the quality of life in neighborhoods, the air and water quality and increasing home values."
Through TreeVitalize, the state plans to plant more than 20,000 shade trees in communities and 1,000 acres of forested buffers throughout Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties.
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ATTENTION editors -  suggested cutlines for the attached photos: 
State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., digs in to help plant 12 trees on the 1100 block of Christian Street in the Hawthorne neighborhood. 
Some of the individuals who turned out to help with the tree plantings Saturday include, from left, Tony Palmiere, leader of the Second Ward; Sandra Robinson, chairwoman of the Hawthorne Empowerment Coalition's Beautification Committee; Rep. Josephs; Yvonne Hicks; Steve Playo, HEC treasurer; Patricia Bullard, acting president of HEC; and state Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary Michael DiBerardinis. 
