	 [image: image1]
	N E W S   R E L E A S E

	
	State Rep. Babette Josephs
D-Philadelphia
www.babette.org 


	CONTACT: Tara Hannah-Taliaferro
Phone: 215-893-1515

Email: thtaliaf@pahouse.net 
	 

	 
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	



Josephs offers information on grant programs for those who use cleaner energy technology to protect environment
HARRISBURG, July 28 -- Saying that Pennsylvanians have to protect the environment now in order to maintain it for future generations, state Rep. Babette Josephs says there are two grant programs that can help individuals, businesses and organizations in these efforts.

The Alternative Fuels Incentive and Pennsylvania Energy Harvest state grant programs, administered by the Department of Environmental Protection, can provide financial assistance to those who use cleaner energy technologies.
"I do my part to protect the environment by recycling paper, cardboard, glass, aluminum cans, plastic and composting kitchen scraps, and I am a strenuous advocate of recycling, but recycling is just one way we can protect the environment," Josephs said. "Reducing this country's reliance on oil and other energy types that harm our air quality and rape the environment is another."
The Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant program offers grants to individuals, school districts, municipal authorities, local and county governments, nonprofit entities and corporations for:

· the cost difference between an alternative fuel vehicle and a conventional gasoline or diesel one;
· converting an existing gasoline vehicle to operate on an alternative fuel;

· purchase of a new energy efficient hybrid electric vehicle;

· purchase and installation of a refueling or recharging facility; or

· evaluation of new alternative fuel technologies.

Grant awards will cover up to 20 percent of the applicant's eligible costs. Applications will be accepted until 4 p.m. Oct. 1.

The Pennsylvania Energy Harvest Grant is designed to promote cleaner and renewable energy by funding innovative energy projects that address air quality and watershed protection. The objective of the project is to reduce or supplement the use of conventional energy sources in order to make environmental improvements. 
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Eligible proposals could include such projects as: 
· renewable energy development, 
· wind energy, 
· biomass energy, 
· waste coal reclamation for energy, 
· demonstration of innovative energy efficiency technologies, 
· solar energy, 
· coal-bed methane to energy, 
· stationary fuel cells or 
· distributed generation infrastructure improvements, like smart meters.
A total of $5 million has been allocated for this grant program. The application deadline is Sept. 19, and potential applicants are encouraged to discuss their applications with DEP prior to submission.

For more information on either of these grant programs, contact Josephs' constituent service office at (215) 893-1515.
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