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Josephs helps to celebrate latest new location of PhillyCarShare
PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 18 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., recently helped a nonprofit, environmentally friendly organization celebrate its third anniversary of supplying Philadelphia residents with wheels.
Josephs attend PhillyCarShare's event on Nov. 17 that also marked the opening of a new location in West Philadelphia at the Firehouse Market, 50th and Baltimore Avenue.

 "PhillyCarShare is a unique idea that allows people who don't own a car to use one when they need it. Not only does it reduce vehicle traffic on the roads, the community-based car sharing saves the environment," Josephs said. According to Clayton Lane, co-founder and board chairman of PhillyCarShare, Josephs is the first and only Pennsylvania legislator to be a member of the Philadelphia-based organization.

PhillyCarShare is an organization dedicated to reducing automobile dependency in the Philadelphia region through car sharing. Members just make a reservation, go to a pod location -- a parking space reserved for the shared car -- and use their electronic key to access and drive the vehicle.
Josephs said that each shared car removes 23 vehicles from the roads as its members choose not to own their own cars, and it also utilizes electric-hybrid vehicles, reducing smog and other traffic-related air pollution.

The legislator said this car sharing is a great idea and she's pleased to be a part of it, from the beginning, having awarded the organization a state grant for its start up, to now as a current member.
"Car sharing offers many benefits, from less traffic congestion and reliance on fossil fuels to helping the environment. It's a great way to get around if your schedule doesn't suit public transportation and you don't want to deal with the hassles and expense of car ownership. I definitely recommend it," said Josephs, who doesn't own a car and uses public transportation to travel from place to place.
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