	 [image: image1]
	N E W S   R E L E A S E

	
	State Rep. Babette Josephs 
D-Philadelphia 
www.babette.org 


	CONTACT: Tara Hannah-Taliaferro
Office of Rep. Babette Josephs
Phone: 215-893-1515
Email: thtaliaf@pahouse.net
	

	 
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	



New scholarship program offers more financial aid for students
HARRISBURG, Dec. 23 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., announced today that the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency is offering a new scholarship called the PHEAA Academic Excellence Scholarship Award Program.

The scholarship is available to high achieving Pennsylvania State Grant recipients who qualify for the federal Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship, but who do not receive a Byrd Scholarship because of insufficient federal funds.

Like the Byrd program, the Academic Excellence Scholarship Award Program gives a $1,500 scholarship to qualified high school students for their first year of college. The award can be renewed for the following three years, provided the student maintains continuous full-time enrollment and satisfactory academic progress.  PHEAA will begin awarding this scholarship for students entering college in fall 2004 and fall 2005.
“The Academic Excellence Scholarship Award Program may have the same academic standards as the Byrd Scholarship, but PHEAA has managed to improve upon a good thing by considering the financial needs of the applicants as well,” Josephs said. “If you have already applied for the Byrd Scholarship, PHEAA will automatically consider you for its scholarship, but students with a demonstrated need for financial assistance will get priority over those without.”

Qualified applicants must have a cumulative high school grade point average of at least 3.5, a minimum SAT of 1150 or a minimum ACT composite score of 25, and be in the top 5 percent of their graduating class or among the top three students in a graduating class of less than 60. GED recipients with a score of 355 are also eligible with the same GPA and standardized test requirements listed above. 
PHEAA is funding the Academic Excellence Scholarship Award Program without taxpayer support.

For more information on this new program, contact Josephs’ office at (215) 893-1515 or visit PHEAA's Web site at www.pheaa.org .
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