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New loan forgiveness program available for child-care workers
HARRISBURG, Dec. 19 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., says that certain child-care workers now can take advantage of a new Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency program that will help them reduce their student loan debt.
The Quality Early Education Loan Forgiveness Program is now available to qualified Pennsylvania residents who are full-time employees of a Pennsylvania licensed child-care center or group day-care home and who currently have an outstanding balance on a federally insured PHEAA-guaranteed Stafford loan. 
Applicants also must have earned either a bachelor’s degree and a Pennsylvania Early Childhood Certificate or an associate’s degree in early childhood education or child development during the 2003-04 academic year.
“Expenses can really detract from a person’s motivation to further his or her education, even if it means a bigger payoff down the road,” Josephs said. “The Quality Early Education Loan Forgiveness Program will encourage people in the field of child care to pursue more advanced degrees, because they know this program is available if they need it.” 

Under the program, PHEAA will forgive up to a maximum of $3,300 annually for three years. 

In addition to the above requirements, applicants cannot be in default on any federally guaranteed student loan.
Applicants also must be employed full time at a state Department of Public Welfare-approved day-care center or group day-care home and receive an annual income no greater than $23,000. Additionally, employment must be in effect within six months of the grace period in regards to the Stafford loans that are eligible for forgiveness.
For more information, please contact Josephs' constituent service office at 215-893-1515.
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