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New PHEAA program aimed at adult learners
PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 22 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs said a new program established by the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency will help independent, adult learners who currently do not qualify for state tuition grants to obtain money to continue their education and training. 

The annual $10 million program, known as the Workforce Advancement Grant for Education Program, or WAGE, is part of the historic $91 million Job Ready Pennsylvania initiative that was co-sponsored by Josephs and passed by the General Assembly as part of the state budget this summer. Job Ready PA is a comprehensive program designed to make Pennsylvania more competitive by preparing students and current workers for the skills and jobs that are in demand. 

“This program will give adults who are going back to school, whether it's for more training or to further their education, an opportunity for financial aid that wasn't available previously," Josephs said. 
"WAGE will help adults get the training they need and give employers the skilled people they're looking for, which in turn ultimately will attract new jobs and industries to our state, creating a better and more competitive economy."
Josephs said WAGE funds will be provided as block grants to qualifying post-graduate institutions in Pennsylvania, which will use the funds to provide adult learners with financial aid to continue their education or vocational training. 

“The WAGE program is designed to help the adult learners who do not normally qualify for a State Grant or other financial aid because they're taking one class at a time," she said.

Josephs said the WAGE Program is aimed at students who qualify as independent under federal guidelines. To be eligible for financial assistance through the program, adult learners will have to meet any eligibility guidelines set up by the institution they are attending, as well as have a high school diploma or GED, not be in default on any federally guaranteed student loan, not be eligible for a State Grant through PHEAA and demonstrate financial need.

Josephs said adult students attending Pennsylvania universities and vocational schools should contact their institution’s financial aid office to see if it is participating in the WAGE program and for more information about obtaining financial help to continue their education or training. 
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