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Loan forgiveness offered for Pa. active-duty military, Josephs says

HARRISBURG, Aug. 13 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs today announced the state is offering one-time student loan forgiveness of up to $2,500 for those with active-duty service in the U.S. armed forces between Sept. 11, 2001, and Sept. 30, 2003.
The program is being offered by the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency.

"While I may not support the war in Iraq in principle, I do support our troops, and I encourage all those eligible to apply for this great financial opportunity PHEAA is making available at no cost to Pennsylvania taxpayers," Josephs said.
To be eligible for the U.S. Armed Forces Loan Forgiveness Program, a borrower must hold one of the following connections to Pennsylvania:

· Be a current Pennsylvania resident; OR 
· Be a non-resident AND
· left a Pennsylvania-approved institution of post-secondary education due to a call to active duty;

· was living in Pennsylvania at the time of enlistment; or

· enlisted in the military immediately after attending a Pennsylvania-approved institution of post-secondary education. 

Josephs said eligible loans include PHEAA-guaranteed and/or American Education Services-owned loans, including Stafford, PLS, HEAL and KeystoneEXTRA loans disbursed on or before Sept. 30, 2003.
Applications for the Armed Forces Loan Forgiveness Program will be distributed to borrowers Aug. 14. The applications must be submitted to PHEAA by June 30, 2004.  Any borrower who does not receive an application or who has questions about the loan forgiveness program should contact Josephs' constituent service office at (215) 893-1515 or PHEAA at (800) 233-0557.

The application is also available online at http://www.pheaa.org/loanforgiveness/armed_forces.shtml.
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