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Josephs: PHEAA increases State Grant aid
HARRISBURG, May 12 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., announced that students will be eligible to receive more grant funding for the 2005-06 academic year through the Pennsylvania State Grant Program.
She said the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency has adopted a new formula that will increase the maximum grant award by $200 to $3,500. 

“I'm glad that PHEAA reevaluated its award formula so Pennsylvania could invest more in its human capital -- our young people and students," Josephs said. "Developing these resources will help to make the state the economic engine it deserves to be.”
She said that based on its funding, PHEAA will be able to grant awards to approximately 161,000 Pennsylvania students for the upcoming school year, an increase of 8,000 students. The average grant award is expected to be around $2,800.
PHEAA considers factors like rising tuition costs, the effect of inflation on family incomes and an expected increase in the number of new applicants every year when it re-evaluates a program. This year’s modifications were based on the State Grant appropriation as recommended by Gov. Rendell and money that was allocated from PHEAA’s business earnings, which saves taxpayer money.
For further information on the Pennsylvania State Grant Program please contact Josephs' constituent service office at 215-893-1515. 
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