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Josephs would deprive legislators of their salaries

in late budget years
HARRISBURG, Dec. 22 – Just days away from the end of the calendar year and six months into the 2003-04 fiscal year, state Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., has had it with the political posturing and outrageous obstinacy in the General Assembly with the final 2003-04 General Fund budget.
"Twice in the last several months, legislators in the House have been able to reach a bipartisan agreement with the governor over a complete budget plan that addressed education funding and restored funding to many human services programs that saw funding cuts earlier this year," Josephs said. "However, the Senate has refused to act, and only did so now – halfway through the budget's current fiscal year – because of increasing threats of school closures and their desire to be home for the holidays.
"I have introduced legislation that would discourage the General Assembly from dawdling over the state budget," she said.

Under Josephs' measure (H.B. 2286), whenever the state budget is late or incomplete (with more than 15 percent of its appropriations vetoed) past the start of the new fiscal year, the state Treasurer's Office would withhold all legislators' salaries, including per diem allowances, until the General Assembly enacts a complete budget.

“My bill is simple discipline that any child could understand … the carrot and the stick. When the Legislature finishes its chores, it gets the carrot ... the paychecks and per diems continue to flow. The stick comes out when the Legislature fails to do its chores and hurts the people. Send the legislators to their rooms without per diems for supper and with no allowance. “
 "A late or incomplete budget wreaks havoc on millions of Pennsylvanians. It only seems fair that legislators share some of the pain until they enact a complete budget," Josephs said.
“The solution is simple – no show, no dough. “
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