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Josephs takes oath during House swearing-in ceremony
HARRISBURG, Jan. 5 -- Joining 200 of her colleagues, state Rep. Babette Josephs this week took the oath of office for her 11th term representing the 182nd District in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.
"It is indeed a privilege and an honor to continue serving my constituents," Josephs said. "It's been an eventful 20 years in the House, and I look forward to serving two more in the 2005-06 legislative session."

In her two decades of tenure in the House, Josephs has been a strong advocate for human rights, women's rights, the First Amendment and voting rights, as well as public transportation, affordable health care, education, libraries and the arts. Most recently, she has called on the General Assembly to address and resolve the financial crisis facing the state's public transit systems.

"Public transportation is a critical necessity for hundreds of thousands of people all across Pennsylvania, not only as a means to get to work, to school and to the store, but also for our economy and our environment. I am ready to get down to work to craft a permanent, legislative solution to adequately fund public transportation," Josephs said.
For the 2005-06 session, Josephs will serve as Democratic chairwoman of the House State Government Committee, a position she has held for the last three and a half years. Under her guidance, Pennsylvania enacted a statewide vote recount law in 2004 that requires an automatic recount in certain elections in which the winning margin is less than 0.5 percent.
Josephs represents the 182nd District in Center City and south Philadelphia.


Joining Josephs for Tuesday's swearing-in ceremonies were a number of supporters, including committeepeople, community activists, labor leaders, feminists, constituents and volunteers in her campaign.
The ceremonies officially marked the opening of the 189th session of the General Assembly. The legislators took their oath of office from Superior Court Judge Correale F. Stevens, a former member of the House.
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