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Josephs sets her priorities for 2004-05 state budget
HARRISBURG, May 14 -- As discussions continue on the 2004-05 state budget, state Rep. Babette Josephs has set her priorities for the coming fiscal year.
In a letter she sent to House Appropriations Democratic Chairman Dwight Evans, Josephs listed the top four priorities she'd like to see funded when the budget is approved in June -- adultBasic health insurance, arts and culture, libraries, and community colleges.
"If we are serious about ensuring that Pennsylvania is a good place to live, work and raise a family, then it's important for the state to address these challenges," Josephs said. "Each issue individually is important to Pennsylvanians, but if all are addressed together, we can promise a better future for our Commonwealth and its citizens."
Josephs acted on several of her priorities earlier this week when the House considered the state budget bill by amending it to include more funding for adultBasic and for arts and cultural programs. She earmarked $24 million to help support adultBasic in the face of declining tobacco settlement revenue, which funds the program.

"We made a commitment to uninsured adults that we would cover their basic medical needs," she said. "With the decline in funding for this program, we must step up to the plate if we are going to follow through on our commitment."

Josephs also amended the budget to ensure that proper funding was allocated to cultural programs and for the arts, citing the resulting boost to the tourism industry, as well as to civic pride and the value of art education.
"If we do not adequately fund arts and cultural institutions, we stand to lose jobs, economic activity and tax revenues," she said, noting that every dollar invested yearly in nonprofit arts, returns at least $8 in local, state and federal taxes. 
"If we help this struggling industry generously, we can make Pennsylvania the tourist destination it needs to be."
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Josephs' last two priorities, libraries and community colleges, would focus on expanding educational opportunities for Pennsylvanians.
"It is disingenuous to proclaim an interest in early childhood education and to then cut libraries," Josephs wrote in her letter, "especially when few public schools have a library.
"Community colleges are Pennsylvania's premier work-force development institutions," Josephs added. "Their students are our future; no one who has an interest in stimulating our state's economy can neglect these colleges."

With passage in the House earlier this week, the Senate is expected to take up the bill for consideration next week.

"All four of these priorities -- community colleges, libraries, the arts and basic health insurance for working adults -- are important. Funding has been earmarked in the proposed state budget, and I will work to ensure that these funding issues are properly addressed in the final budget that we pass in June," Josephs said.
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