	 [image: image1]
	N E W S   R E L E A S E

	
	State Rep. Babette Josephs
D-Philadelphia
www.babette.org 


	CONTACT: Tara Hannah-Taliaferro
Office of Rep. Josephs
Phone: 215-893-1515 
Email: thtaliaf@pahouse.net
	 

	 
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	



Josephs says Senate should act on House plan to improve schools, restore funding to human services
HARRISBURG, Nov. 3 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., says the Senate needs to get its act together and take action on finalizing the state budget so that Pennsylvania's children can benefit from new programs and the neediest citizens can continue to receive care and assistance.
Josephs supported the budget compromise plan the House approved and then sent to the Senate on Oct. 20. The plan would provide $450 million in new state money for education and restore funding to vital human service programs that suffered deep funding cuts seven months ago.

"In March, the Republicans rushed through a budget that did not offer any extra funding for public education. At the same time, it made deep cuts to important services such as mass transit, drug and alcohol rehabilitation and other human services," Josephs said. "The compromise that we passed and sent to the Senate has Gov. Rendell's stamp of approval. It invests millions of dollars in our children and restores funding cut from human service programs."
The compromise plan would increase funding in every school district for basic and special education, including allocating $25 million in special funding for the Philadelphia School District. It also would implement the governor's education initiatives to provide $250 million in grants that school districts could use for a host of proven programs to boost student achievement, including smaller class sizes, preschool and full-day kindergarten and tutoring.
Josephs said the modest income tax increase, which received bipartisan support, would apportion taxes based on ability to pay and exempt low-income seniors and families. 
Many human services programs would see a restoration in their funding under this plan, including mass transit, hospital services for low-income Pennsylvanians, drug and alcohol treatment, and mental health/mental retardation services.

Josephs also said the compromise would provide the mechanism to reduce the Philadelphia wage tax for both residents and commuters. The tax would be reduced to a historic low of 3.8196 percent for residents and 3.6273 percent for commuters.
"This budget package is a good compromise; it acts on our promise to improve public schools and to restore funding to vital programs. I urge the Senate to do the right thing and act on it quickly," Josephs said.
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