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Josephs encourages veterans to use loan forgiveness program
HARRISBURG, June 16 – State Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., is encouraging eligible veterans to take advantage of the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency’s Armed Forces Loan Forgiveness Program. The program waives up to $2,500 in student loans of soldiers who have served in active duty status between Sept. 11, 2001, and Dec. 31, 2005.  

“The eligibility requirements are simple and the purpose of the program is clear; PHEAA is making a very noble, very generous offer – and it’s one any active-duty soldier with college loans should consider,” Josephs said.

The representative noted that applicants also must have an eligible, non-defaulted loan disbursed on or before Dec. 31, 2005, as well as one of four connections to Pennsylvania: current residency, a nonresident of the Commonwealth who left a Pennsylvania-approved institution of post-secondary education due to a call in active duty, a non-resident of Pennsylvania who was living in the Commonwealth at the time of enlistment, or a non-resident who enlisted in the military immediately after attending a Pennsylvania-approved institution of post-secondary education.

Josephs urged interested veterans to join 4,600 fellow Pennsylvania servicemen and -women who have already been granted loan forgiveness.

“I feel that this program justly recognizes our young servicemen and -women for their bravery, dedication, and loyalty toward the country and their community,” Josephs said.

The representative said that further information on the Armed Forces Loan Forgiveness Program could be obtained through her constituent service office at 215-893-1515, or through the program’s customer service number at 1-800-233-0557. Loan counselors are available from 8 a.m. to midnight.
Applications are due by June 30, 2006.
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