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Court ruling on forced pledge vindicates

Josephs' solitary opposing vote
Harrisburg, July 16 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs is heralding a federal court decision that invalidates a 2002 Pennsylvania law forcing all schoolchildren to recite the pledge of allegiance.
U.S. District Judge Robert F. Kelly found Act 157 of 2002 unconstitutional because it violated students' First Amendment rights of free expression.
"This ruling vindicates my votes against this un-American law," Josephs said. "I have been saying all along that this is nothing more than government-mandated speech and this kind of fake patriotism penalizes our young people and our most patriotic citizens. I am glad the court saw it that way as well."

The House twice passed the legislation that became this law. Josephs voted against it both times. The first time the bill (H.B. 592) came up for a vote was in October 2001. At that time, Josephs was the only person to oppose the measure. When it came back amended from the Senate in November 2002, 15 other legislators joined Josephs in opposition. 
"I am very proud of that initial sole vote," Josephs said. "This ruling is proof positive that a person can stand up for one's principles and beliefs and be right, even if she is the only dissenter."
Josephs said she hopes the General Assembly takes heed of this ruling.
"Children and schools across the Commonwealth do not need us to pass patently unconstitutional legislation; they need us to ensure that children receive a quality education. And we can do that by fully funding Governor Ed Rendell's education plan for a new Pennsylvania.

"The ideas contained his plan are the means to which Pennsylvania can accomplish a positive outcome for its students," she said.
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