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Babette supports education study commission
HARRISBURG, March 15 – State Rep. Babette Josephs joined House Minority Leader H. William DeWeese and other colleagues at a news conference Monday to announce the upcoming introduction of legislation that would create a commission to do a comprehensive review of public education in Pennsylvania.

The concurrent resolution would establish the Commonwealth Commission on the Provision of Public Education, which would dissect public education and related state services for students from pre-school through the bachelor’s degree level. 
The group would be charged with reviewing current public education institutions and the funding streams used to support them.

"Although many studies have been done over the years, this would be the first comprehensive review launched since the passage of the federal No Child Left Behind Act," Josephs said. "This comprehensive analysis would examine everything -- from teacher certification, continuing education, special education services, student transportation, graduation requirements and more -- to help define what is needed to improve our public education system.
"And I pledge to work to implement any good public policy recommendations that result from this study," she said.
Among the 31 members of the commission would be individuals nominated by education and union groups, in addition to representatives from the State Board of Education, Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency, State System of Higher Education, AFL-CIO, a Pennsylvania business, and state House and Senate. The secretaries of the state Education Department and Office of Budget and Administration also would serve on the commission.
Commission members would not be paid for their work, but would be reimbursed for expenses and travel according to Commonwealth guidelines.

The commission would be required to report back with its findings and recommendations no later than October 2006.
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