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Philadelphia agriculture industry to benefit from state grant
HARRISBURG, June 17 -- State Rep. Babette Josephs announced today the approval of a $168,544 state grant to The Food Trust and New Farmer’s Market in her legislative district.

Josephs said the grant from the state’s First Industries financing program, will be used by the Food Trust and New Farmer’s Market to complete a study of the feasibility of developing 10 open-air, seasonal farmer’s markets in the area. The new farmer’s markets would result in an additional $400,000 in gross sales a year, and would help the region by making more fresh produce available for area residents, as well as recipients of Women, Infants and Children benefits, food stamps and Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program vouchers.

"The Food Trust being awarded this grant is a great example of the state’s efforts to boost economic development and community revitalization here in Philadelphia,” Josephs said. “This grant will boost the area economy, help local farmers, give neighbors both young and old a chance to get fresh, nutritious fruits and vegetables instead of junk food, and save energy since these agriculture products won’t have to be shipped for miles and miles.”
The First Industries Fund was established last year as part of a comprehensive $2.3 billion economic stimulus package introduced by House Democrats and Gov. Ed Rendell. The stimulus plan is expected to attract $5 billion in private capital for economic development, community revitalization, infrastructure and business-site development projects across Pennsylvania.
"Pennsylvania businesses now have the necessary tools to create jobs and enhance our economy because of the creation of The First Industries Fund and other financing programs," Josephs said. "I really believe that these investments will pay off and that my legislative district, along with the rest of the state, will see a much-improved economy."
The grant was approved by the Commonwealth Financing Authority, which administers funding from the programs that are part of the economic stimulus package, and is part of more than $3.75 million that have been awarded to businesses in the tourism and agriculture industries as part of Pennsylvania’s First Industries Fund. 
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